
LARRY LEWIS VOCAL VIRTUOSO

A sp lend id ly  we l l - rounded mal -e  )azz
s p e c i e s ) ,  i s  t h e  C a p i t o l  D i s t r i c t ' s

s inger ,  (somet imes cons idered an  endanqered
own Lar ry  Lewis .

on  January  18  a t  Jus t in 's  w i th  the  Ha l -  M i l le r  Quar te t ,  he  engag j -ng ly  p ro jec ted
the  w is t fu l  fee l ing  o f  the  Johnny Burke /J immy Van Heusen " Imag ina t ion" ;  and.  h is
sensi t ive,  but  dynamic phrasing convincingly captured the haunt inq drama of
T h e l o n i o u s  M o n k ' s  b e a u t i f u l  " R o u n d  M i d n i q h t " .

On med ium and up tempo se lec t i -ons ,  he  swung in  re laxed,  bu t  power fu l  in tegra t ion
wi th  the  f ine ly  d r iven  rhy thm sec t ion .  A  mov j -ng  vers ion  o f  o l - i ver  Ne lsonts
c l a s s i c  " S t o l - e n  M o m e n t s " ,  w i t h  s i n g e r  M a r k  M u r p h y ' s  l y r i c s ,  p a i d  f i t t i n g  h o m a g e
to  h is  in f luence by  tha t  master  voca l - i s t .  H is  sp i r i ted ,  bu t  con t ro l led  de l i very
o f  Mi les  Dav is r  "A l - I  B lues"  p leas ing ly  evoked the  memory  o f  many un forge t tab le
per fo rmances o f  th is  g r ipp ing  song by  another  o f  h is  insp i ra t ions ,  the  l -a te  Joe
W i l l i a m s .

However '  the  u l t imate  barometer  was s imp ly  the  en thus ias t ic  reac t ion  o f  the  fu l1
h o u s e ,  m a n y  o f  w h o  s t a y e d  f o r  a l l  t h r e e  s e t s .
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