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Last fall's Jazz Crurse to
r\ruba, Curacao and Flalf
N{oon Cav aboard Flolland
America's IvIS Zuiderdam
was a tributc to long-umc

Jazz Crurse bassist Keter
Retts who died August 6,
2005 at the age ctf 77. Other

Jazz Cnttse honorees last
year were: Joe \Villiams ftis
widow accepted for hrm),
9l-year old Ray (Buttons
And Bows) Evans who de-
lighted the audience by al-"
lowing us to srng his hits
along wrth him, and Connie
Williams for her continued
support of the Jazz Ctutse.

The roster of musicians read
like a \Who's Who of Jazz:
lazz archi',-ist John Altman,
The Clayton Brothers,
N{arlena Shaw, l)ena
I)eRosc, The Four Fresh-
men, Red Holloway, Johnny
O'Neal, Houston Person,
Cedar Walton, Toe Cohn

2000 JAtt caulsr vcoArtsrs
By Tom Pierce

The fifth annual -|azz (-nrise

\\ 'as a rnusical lv escit inq vor'-

age. lrot Onh'clue t() the tlu-
tncrous esce l lcnt  i l rs t r r r r t rcn-

tai ists, but also because of a
diverse collection oi stimulat-
ing, extraorclinan- r'ocaLsts.

DENA DeROSE -'I 'his
compelling N\-t - (onuinalh'
Ringharnton) singer-piaru st
rvith her bassist Nlartin \\ ind
and dnrmnrer Steve Ranres

u-as. fcrr this revierver. thc

rnusical hiuhlight in a galasl
<",f talent on the cruise . She
displaved her distinctir-elr'

engagrllg r-ocal stlle ancl tirn-
bre, rvtth clelightftrl alterations
tn nrclodics. in cloins rnaterial
from her latest CD, "\\Ialk in
the Park" and her prer.ious 4
releases.

MARLENA SHAW - This
cl lnamic and versati le 63-

vear-r'rld sinser rvas both in-
spirational and entertaining,
backed br-a tno, lecl bv pian-
tst Nonnan Sirnrnorls. trl a
Sundar- (iospel I lour. -\ncl rn

several appearances u.ith
Frank Capp's 17-piece brg
band -|trggenraut, shc clcarh-

shorvecl. rvith both her rrrice
ancl sasst-charistna, u'ht- she

u-as sclectecl ro perfonn ior

over -l \-ears in the late 60's

wrth Count Basie's orchestra.

FOUR FRESHMEN -'I'his
r?rt.l cdili6xr of the lecerlclan'

19-l t l  grr iup consists oi.{

singc r-instrumentalists lte-

tweerl the ages of 25-32 and
has l reen together  as e  Lrn i t

since 2O()1. The rnatertal a'cl
2lrralrgements. c()mpete llth-

performed, rvere as expectecl.

stricth' trorn the classic Four
Freshtnirn book. -\ l thoush

their inclir icltral voices ancl
instrurnental skills were n()r as
exceptional as others ol l-
board,  r l rc i r  l r : r r r rur r r ies  cer -
tainlr-met with the appror-al
of their manl fans.

TWO FOR BRAZIL * Bra-
z i l i ln - l lo r r r  s inger-uu l t  anst

l)atrhnho ( iarcia and (-.hicaso

saxophonist/ flutist, Ci reg

Fishman comprise this
r-rniquelr- su-inging, but inu-
l l late act.

t f u l s e  J T U I $ e
Bv Beverlv Elander

(son of ,\l), V11'cliffe

Gordon, llddie I liggins,

T'om Kennedy, Jay Leon-

hart, lJril i\lavs, Kcn
Peplowski, I-ynn Seaton,
Norrnan Simrnons--to
name a iew. At a given
fime, there rnight be as many
as four performanccs at vari-

ous locations on the ship,
lrorn the intimatc piano
lounge to the double-decker
Vista Lounge. And some-
tlrrre 'round rrudrught, tal-
ented passengers and trired

musicians u,'ould connect for

^ l^m session that lasted the
re st of the night.

Cabin-mate Lee Shaw

blessed me with pn\,^te l^zz
seffrlnars cven' morning <>n
our veranda over a pot of

coffee. Fellow cruisers Uta

and Tom Pierce inr.ited us
on more than one occasion

to an informal gathering tn
their posh suite. Other area

passengers were Peg Miller,
Peg Gaines, Winnie Stew-
art, and Al and Ruth Sabo.
'I'he 

maitre'd made it possi-
ble for us trr dine together at
the Captain's Table one eve-
ning. Impeccable sen-icc

and abundant exceptionallv

well-prepared fcrod thc .rule.

Besides the stellar music.

fouir {onuer.ratiorc witlt the

.f larc w ere scattered through-
out the week-a chancc for

passengers to hear the musi-
cians ln groups of nine talk

about lazz,wTth a Q&A in-

chided.

Because we all shareil the
samc. pas sion-j Ay7-s asIT
in r.lur own \r'a\', a family-like

atm()sphcre pervaded the
ship. Lon$r.ot lon came

i .
easllv, no one was a stranger:,

and no one dtned alone.
'I'lrts 

vcar's linc-up includes

popular far,.ontes I louston

Person ancl \\\'cliffe

Gordon's Quintet; the Clay-
ton-F{amilton Orchestra (the

great brothers, as well as Jeff
I-Iamilton, v"'ho also will have
lrrs trio); Barban N{orrison,
who wili sing wrth the Clay-
ton-Hamilton Orchestra;

€+utarist Russell iValone's
(]uartet ; pianist Rill Char-
lap's 

-I'rio; 
and the rveli-

knou'n trumpeter/

flugelhornist Clark T'ery'.

T'he cnrise u-ilI set sail the
week of October 28-
Nor-ember -1, 2(X)6 aboarcl

the \ ' -class m/s ()ostcrdarn

(I lollancl .\merica Line) lir'-

ins trom San Diego. Ports-
of-call on the "N{exican fuvi-

era"  inc lude:  Cabo San
I - t r c a s ,  N l a z a t l a n .  a n d
Pr , re r t o  Va l l a r t a .  Fo r

tn()re infcrnnatiorl, go to the

.lazz 
( ,rutse n'ebsite at l i i rn:,

r lnl t  .  LLicl l l l lcr"tLi: t ' {r  ini ,  or

contact Reverll L.lancler
(ElanderT@aol.conr).


